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Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Welcome  
 
Acknowledgement of the Land 

We are gathered on the treaty territory 
of the Huron Wendat, Haudenosaunee 
and Anishinaabe people and their ancestors. 

May we honour their history,  
spirituality, culture and teachings. 
 

Announcements 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle: 
We are here on the Second Sunday of Easter, 
celebrating our faith that God raised Jesus from death to life. 

That was Jesus’ promise to us. 
Hallelujah! Thanks be to God. 
(Written by Bill Perry, Havelock-Trent River Pastoral Charge, Havelock, Ont., 
Gathering L/E 2020, page 44. Used with permission.) 
 

Call to Worship:  
We gather from our living rooms and family rooms, our couches 
and comfy chairs to share in this time of worship! 

While we can’t see each other like we would if we were in 
our church building, we know that our church family is 
beside us, singing, praying, and worshipping as one! 

We come to witness to our faith, to find peace and healing. 
We come together to remember that God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God! 

 
Hymn:            [VU 164] 
 

The day of resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad;  
the passover of gladness,  

the passover of God!  
From death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky,  

our Christ has brought us over  
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with hymns of victory.  
 

Our hearts be free of evil,  
that we may see aright  
the Christ in rays eternal  

of resurrection light,  
and, listening to the accents,  
may hear, so calm and plain  

Christ’s own "All hail!" and, hearing,  
may raise the victor strain.  
 

Now let the heavens be joyful,  
Let earth its song begin,  
the round world keep high triumph,  

and all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen  
their notes in gladness blend,  

for Christ indeed is risen,  
our Joy that has no end. 
 

Opening Prayer: 
Broaden our vision, O God, 

and we will use forms of prayer and praise we never 
considered before. 
Broaden our vision, O God, 

and we will see the person of Jesus Christ 
in friend and in stranger. 
Broaden our vision, O God, 

and we will find avenues for Christian service 
that are fresh and exciting. 
Broaden our vision, O God, 

and we will have the courage 
to speak and act for a good world, 
a world renewed by your love. 

Amen. 
(Written by David Sparks, Summerland, B.C., Gathering L/E 2017, page 40. 
Used with permission.) 
 

Music Ministry:   
 

Offering Invitation: 
Participating in what God is doing is a gift we have been 

given. Being part of something larger than ourselves gives life 
meaning and connects us with others in empowering ways. 
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Let the gifts we offer today service God’s dreams and visions 
for those both near and far.  
(Written by Gloria Wray, Mark Street United Church, Peterborough, Ont., Gathering 
L/E 2011, page 43. Used with permission.) 

 
Offering Hymn: Praise God From Whom             [VU 541] 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 
 

Offering Prayer:  
God, we bring our gifts to you. We present the work of 

our hands and our desire to serve. Let our sharing of 
our gifts be part of the vision of how your Easter world 
should be. This we ask through Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
(Written by Sandy Ferguson, Hillcrest United Church, Fort Nelson, B.C., Gathering 
L/E/P 2007, page 40. Used with permission.) 
 

Prayer before the Scriptures: 

God of the ages: as we open the scriptures this day may 
we see a reflection of ourselves; as we read these stories 
today may we hear your word to us; as we encounter 

Christ may we know your love for us all. Amen. 
(Written by Beth W. Johnston, Hantsport Pastoral Charge, Hantsport, N.S., Gathering 
L/E 2016, page 42. Used with permission.) 

 
Responsive Psalm 16        [VU 738] 

 
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
I have said to God, “You are my God; 

From you alone comes all my prosperity.” 
All my delight is in the faithful who dwell in the land, 
And in those who excel in virtue. 

But as for those who run after other gods, 
Their troubles shall be multiplied. 
Libations of blood I will not offer to those gods, 

Nor will I take their names upon my lips.  
 
You, God, are my allotted portion and my cup; 

You yourself have cast my lot. 
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
Indeed I have a noble heritage. 
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I will thank you, God, for giving me counsel; 
At night also you teach my heart. 

I keep you always before me; 
You are on my right hand, therefore I shall not fall. 
 

So my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
For my body shall also rest in safety. 
For you will not surrender me to the Grave, 

Nor suffer your beloved to see the Abyss. 
You will show me the path of life. 
In your presence is fulness of joy; 

And from your right hand flow delights for evermore. 
 
A Reading from Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

 
Reflection:   
 

Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:  In the Bulb There is a Flower    [VU 703] 

 
In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 

there’s a spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
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There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 

There’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 

what it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

 
In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 

In our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity, 
In our death, a resurrection; 

at the last, a victory, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

 
Blessing 
 

Closing Song:    Halle, Halle, Halle   [VU 958] 
 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 


