
Children’s Worship Lesson – July 12, 2020 
 

Focus Scripture:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

Purpose:  To reflect on how we are growing in God’s way. 
                                       

An Awesome Adventure: “SEEKERS AFTER JESUS” 

Clue #1: Where We Find God 

Clue #2: How Does God Work in Our World 

Clue #3: Joining God in Creating Shalom 

Clue #4: Give and You Will Receive 

Clue #5: Take My Yoke Upon You 

Clue #6: God’s Spirit Grows in Me 
Preparation 

Worship Table – green cloth                Pictures for story/activity are at the end of the lesson 

Small pot/trowel/water/soil/seeds          
 

Lighting the Christ Candle:  “We light this candle to remind us that God is always with us.” 
 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

We are searchers, looking for clues about you and your love. 

Guide us in the adventure of following you and sharing your love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Song: (Tune: If You’re Happy and You Know It) 

If you’re happy and you know it plant a seed 

If you’re happy and you know it plant a seed 

If you’re happy and you know it and you really want to show it 

If you’re happy and you know it plant a seed 

If you’re happy and you know it give seeds some water 

If you’re happy and you know it give seeds some water 

If you’re happy and you know it and you really want to show it 

If you’re happy and you know it give seeds some water 

If you’re happy and you know it watch it grow 

If you’re happy and you know it watch it grow 

If your happy and you know it and you really want to show it 

If your happy and you know it watch it grow 

 

 

  

 

  



Introducing the Theme: Planting a Seed 

 Take your pot, soil and seeds and plant the seeds in the soil.  Explain to the child 

(ren) that our story today is about the “Parable of the Sower” Talk to the child(ren) 

about what happens to seeds as they germinate.  Let the kind of seed they have be a 

mystery.  Tell them they will have to be detectives and look for clues, as the plant grows, to 

determine what it is. 

 

 Exploring the Theme – Bible Story 

Each Sunday we have been reading a story from the Book of Matthew.  Who can tell me 
who Matthew was? (a tax collector who became one of Jesus’ disciples.)  Our story today is a 
parable that Jesus told, called the “Parable of the Sower.” “Sowing” means to plant seeds.   
Parables were stories that Jesus told that were like “clues.”  If we listen to Jesus’ parables, we 
get clues about God’s love and how God wants us to be. 

Read Matthew 13:3-9 
Then he told them many things in parables saying: “A farmer went out to sow his 
seed.  As he was sprinkling his seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and 
ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It popped up 
quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were 
dried out, and they shrunk because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and blocked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop-a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  Whoever has ears 
let them hear.”  
 

Dramatizing the Story 
Help the children to understand and review the story by acting out what 
happened to 
the seeds.  The parent can be the sower and narrator, retelling the story very 
simply.  The child(ren) can start off by being birds eating the first seeds, then in 
the next three scenes they can be seeds and show what happened to the seeds 

(i.e. started to grow, but shriveled when the sun came up because their roots couldn’t grow 
down, fell amongst weeds and got choked out, fell on good soil with lots of water and they 
grew strong and healthy.) 

 
Growing in God’s Way 

I wonder what kind of soil - what kind of things help us grow in God’s way. (taking a walk  
and enjoying God’s creation, coming to worship God, praying, listening to Bible stories, sharing 
our gifts and talents, etc.) Affirm them for listening to Jesus’ parable, which is helping them to 
grow in God’s way. 
 



Activity or Craft – Growth Chart 

Materials: crayons or pencil crayons, tape 

Make copies of “As I Grow, God’s Love Grows in Me” activity sheet.  Use strips of 

newspaper or tissue paper to make the growth chart part, by marking off the inches, 

starting at 24 inches.  

Give the child(ren) an “As I Grow, God’s Love Grows in Me” activity sheet for 

them to colour.  Tape this page to the other sheets.  Help the child(ren) write 

numbers beside the lines on the sheets.  Measure each child and mark it on their chart.  Attach 

chart section to picture.  As they keep track of their physical growth they can also use the 

chart to remind themselves how they are growing in God’s love.  Read note on the activity 

sheet to the child(ren). 

 
Closing Prayer 
Thank you God for lips to praise you, 
Hands to serve you and hearts to love you! 
Amen. 
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