
Youth Worship Lesson – August 16, 2020 
 

Focus Scripture:  Matthew 15:10-28 

Purpose:  To learn from Jesus that it is important to be open to learning new things. 
                                       

An Awesome Adventure: “SEEKERS AFTER JESUS” 

Clue #1: Where we find God 

Clue #2: How does God Work in Our World 

Clue #3: Joining God in creating Shalom 

Clue #4: Give and you will receive 

Clue #5: Take my yoke upon you 

Clue #6: God’s Spirit grows in me 

                              Clue #7: Weeds and Wheat together. 

                              Clue #8: Glimpse of God’s Realm 

                              Clue #9: Trust in God’s way 

                              Clue #10 God is always with us 

                              Clue #11 Live In Harmony 
 

Preparation 

Worship Table – green cloth 

Pictures for story/activity at the end of the lesson 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle:  We light this candle to remind us that God is always with us. 
 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

We are searchers, looking for clues about you and your love. 

Guide us in the adventure of following you and sharing your love. 

Amen. 

 

Song: All Things New from Hillsong Worship on YouTube 

 

Introducing the Theme – Game: The Box of Lies 

In this game you have to sit at the table with something to divide you and the other 

person.  In a box, you can put action figures, a stick of gum, and video controller (anything you 

like). You then take turns describing what object you took from the box.  You can tell the truth 

or lie to see if the other person can guess what object is in front of you.   



This is teaching us that we need to listen to others and try something new, which is 

what we are hearing about in today’s Bible story.  Jesus listening to others and trying 

something new. 
 

Exploring the Theme – Bible Story 

 Jesus spent a great deal of time teaching other people about God and God’s love.  
Sometimes he taught big crowds as in the story of the feeding of the 5,000; sometimes he 
taught small groups like his disciples; sometimes he taught one person like when he changed 
Simon’s name to Peter, the Rock!  Our Bible story today from the Gospel of Matthew is 
different- it is about Jesus learning something new.   

It is a strange story because in this story it sounds like Jesus is being mean to someone.  
Usually the stories of Jesus are filled with things Jesus did to help people.  We don’t know why 
Jesus would speak harshly to someone. Maybe he was tired from having huge crowds 
following him all the time.  We don’t know.  In this story Jesus and his disciples were 
approached by a woman the Bible calls a Canaanite woman - a foreigner- someone who was 
not a Jew like Jesus and his disciples were.  She called out to Jesus, asking him to heal her 
daughter who was very sick. 

Read Matthew 15:21-28 
Leaving that place Jesus went to the cities of Tyre and Sidon.  A Canaanite woman 
from that place came to him, crying out” Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me!  My 
daughter is very ill and is suffering terribly.  Jesus did not answer a word.  So his 
disciples came and recommended to him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out to 
us.  He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” The woman came and 
fell to her knees before him.  Lord, help me! “she said.   He replied, “it is not good to 
take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs!” “Yes it is Lord.” she said.  “Even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their owners table.”  Then Jesus said to her, 
“Woman you have great faith!  Your request will be given.” And her daughter was 
healed at that moment. 
Even though the woman was not a Jew, she recognized Jesus as God’s Son and 

expressed her faith in Jesus.  Maybe this surprised Jesus.   He said to her, “I have been sent 
only to the lost sheep of Israel,” or in other words he thought he was supposed to spend all his 
time helping and teaching Jews.  But the woman did not give up and go away.  She was very 
worried about her sick daughter and knew that Jesus could heal her daughter.  She got down 
on her knees and begged Jesus to help her child.  Jesus looked into her eyes and realized what 
God was asking him to do.   God’s love was for everyone and Jesus needed to help the Gentiles 
as well as the Jews.  It seemed like the woman, through her persistence and faith, helped Jesus 
learn something new. The story ends with Jesus praising her for her faith and answering her 
request.  Her daughter was made well. 

Sometimes we like to have our own way and we don’t listen to others.  From today’s 
story about Jesus, we learn how important it is to listen to what others have to say - how 
important it is to be open to learn new ways. 



In Jesus’ time women were one of the groups that were often left out, like people from 
another country.  So the disciples were very surprised that Jesus listened to this Canaanite 
woman.  Jesus realized that God was speaking to him though this woman. 

So here we have another clue on how to grow in God’s way. 
   
 
 

 Activity or Craft – “Bible Trivia” 

Materials:  Change, a bell, a piece of paper to write clues. 

 Make up questions about today’s Bible story and see if the children can answer the 
questions.  If they get it right, they will win the money.  They will buzz in if they know the 
answer. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/pdfs/bible-trivia-kids.pdf 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Thank you God for lips to praise you, 
Hands to serve you and hearts to love you! 
Amen. 
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