
Children’s Worship Lesson – November 1, 2020 

WORDS IN ACTION 
Focus Scripture: Matthew 23:1-12 

Purpose:  To examine what happens when our actions don’t match our words. 

 

Preparation 

Worship Table – green cloth 

Pictures for Bible story and activity materials at the end of the lesson. 

2 puppets you have at home or dolls 

 

Opening Prayer 

We thank you, God,  

for our friends and family. 

Help us to remember to say and do loving things each day.  

Amen. 

 

SONG:  LIVING GOD’S WAY – VERSE 1 

  

  

  



Introducing the Theme – Halloween 

Last night was Halloween! Tell me about your costume. Did you go out to other houses 

in your neighbourhood to gather treats, or did you stay home and maybe have a scavenger 

hunt to find candies and chips?  Did you have a party at school or preschool? What did you do 

at the party? (Give time for the children to tell their stories. Be sure to give each child a chance 

to share.) 

 

Exploring the Theme – Flannalgraph Story: “The Halloween Party” 

  Our story today is about some children who planned a Halloween party. 

Set up the flannelboard. Hand out the figures so that the children can participate 

in the telling of the story.  

One day a school class decided they wanted to have a Halloween party. Everyone 

was sharing ideas about what they wanted to do at the party and what they each should 

bring. (have the children put up the figures of Amanda and John) “I know,” said Amanda, 

“let’s all wear costumes.”  

“That’s a good idea,” said the teacher, “but what if some people don’t have a costume? 

What could they do? We don’t want anyone to feel left out.” The children thought about this. 

They really didn’t want to leave anyone out. Suddenly John said, “How about making our 

costumes here? We could use the dress-up box and we could all make some masks together.”  

Everyone thought this was a great idea. Soon they were busy planning the 

rest of the party. (Remove Amanda and John and put up “children discussing.”) 

They decided what decorations they would make and what cooperative games they 

would play. “Can we bring food?” said Camille. (Point to Camille)  

The teacher said that no one in the class was allergic to any foods, so it would be 

OK for them to bring food to share.  

Then Sashi (point to Sashi) said, thoughtfully, “We could all bring a plate of treats, 

something that our own family likes to eat at special times.”  

“What a good idea!” exclaimed several children all at once. By the end of the 

class, everything had been decided. (Remove “Children discussing.” Put up 

“Children wearing masks.”)   

When the day of the Halloween party finally arrived, they had so much fun! 

They had a great time dressing up and making masks. They played many fun cooperative 

games and ate a lot of food. (Remove “Children wearing masks.” Put up “Table of Treats.”) 

At last it was time to end the party. The children went to the table to take their plates 

home. But one plate was still full! It was the treats that Sashi had brought. No one had tried 

her banana fudge squares. The banana fudge squares looked different from all the other food, 

and some of the children had made unkind comments, saying that it was “weird looking.” 

(Look together at the “Table of Treats” picture.  Point out the empty plates and the full 

plate.)  Sashi’s family was from India. Sashi’s mom wore flowing dresses called saris, and her 



family ate foods which were different from what her classmates ate. Sashi had said that 

banana fudge was a special treat that her mom made at holiday times.  

How do you think Sashi felt when she saw that no one had tried the treat that she 

brought? (sad, embarrassed, lonely) The teacher gathered all the children together in a circle 

so they could talk about what had happened. (Remove “Table of Treats” and place “Children 

Discussing” back on the board.) The teacher reminded them that when they were planning 

the party, they were careful to not leave anyone out. She talked about how everyone has 

different traditions and different foods which they like to eat. The children realized that they 

had left Sashi out. They had hurt Sashi’s feelings and they felt sorry about it. By not wanting to 

try her food, they were not including her in the group. 

Some of the children tried the banana fudge. Although it looked different, it tasted 

really good. The teacher smiled at the class. “You are learning to be loving and caring people. 

It’s important to show our love for each other by respecting each person and making sure they 

feel included.”  

John and Amanda thought about their Children’s Worship lesson last week, when they 

had learned to say the verse “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

and with all your mind, and love your neighbour as yourself.” Last week they had learned the 

words but today John and Amanda had learned how to put those words into action.  

Let’s practice that verse again. Repeat after me. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, and with all your mind,  

and love your neighbour as yourself.   

And just like the children in the story, we need to always remember to put those words  

into action, and to do the things that show God’s love. 

 

Memory Verse:  Therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it, but do not do as they 

do, for they do not practice what they teach. 

Matthew 23:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SING: LIVING GOD’S WAY VERSE 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Integrating the Theme – Hug Necklace 

Materials:  Sturdy cardboard enough for 2 for each child. 

  Hole punch 

  String or ribbon 

  Crayons or felt markers 

In advance: Cut 13cm/5in circles from sturdy cardboard, enough for 2 for 

each child. Use a hole punch to put a hole along the edge of each circle. Cut pieces of string or 

ribbon 80cm/32in long, one for each child.  

In the story about the Hallowe’en party, the children learned to be more loving and caring 

when they made sure that no one felt left out. Another way that we can show love, say if 

someone in your family is sad, or if your friend has hurt themselves, is to give a hug. We can’t 

always give a hug in person though - the person who needs a hug might be sick or far away.  

We’re going to make hug necklaces, a way for you to show the love of a hug without actually 

giving a hug. You’ll get two pieces of paper. I will help you to trace your hands on the pieces of 

paper, and you can colour them. Then we’ll attach some string/ribbon to make a necklace. 

Whenever someone is wearing your hug necklace, it will be like they are getting a hug from 

you.  

Before you attach the ribbon, write “A Hug from (Child’s Name)” on the back of one of 

the hands. Invite the children who are able to write their own names. 

 



 

 

Dance Song – The Best Day of My Life: Kidz Bop on YouTube 

 

Closing Prayer 

Dear God, 

We thank you for our wonderful lesson today. 

We ask that we remember how important it is to love your neighbour as you would yourself. 

We ask you to bless each one of us today as we leave here, caring for everyone around us. 

Amen. 
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