
Children’s Worship Lesson – January 3, 2021 

THE MAGI SEE AND CELEBRATE 
 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 

Purpose:  To let the images from today’s scripture be an epiphany in our lives. 
 

Preparation 

Worship Table – purple or blue cloth 

Pictures for Bible story and activity materials at the end of the lesson. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle:  We light this candle to remember that God is always with us. 
 

Opening Prayer 

Thank you, God, for Jesus, the light of the world.  

Help us to be a light to others. 

Amen.  

 

Introducing the Theme  

How was your Christmas celebration? Did you have a fun time? Tell me about it? (Give each 

child a chance to briefly share.)  

(Sit with the Bible in your lap.) Before Christmas, we learned the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Do you remember what happened?  

Have the children tell you the details of the Christmas story. As angels are mentioned, 

take the angel shapes from the Bible. As shepherds are mentioned, take the shepherd shapes 

from the Bible.  

You remember the story very well! We learned an action rhyme before Christmas too. 

Let’s see if you remember it. (Show the children once, then repeat it once or twice with 

them.)  

(cup hand) Here’s a tiny little bed.  

(lay finger in cupped hand) Here’s a tiny little head.  

(put finger to mouth) Shhhh! Baby Jesus is sleeping. 

We also learned a song, and some actions to go with it. 

Sing: “Away in a Manger,” with the actions  

 Away in a manger no crib for a bed (rock baby).  

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head (fold hands and put under ear like pillow).  

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay (point up then shade eyes and look 

down).  

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay (rock baby). 



Exploring the Theme  

When we were reviewing the story, we mentioned the angels. The angels were the first to tell 

the world that Jesus had been born. We also mentioned the shepherds. They were the first 

people to go and see baby Jesus.  

But I have some more figures in my Bible. (Take out the magi.) Today we are going to 

learn about some other people who traveled a long distance to see Jesus: the magi. 

 Distribute the flashlights and bells. Make sure each child has either a flashlight or a bell.  

 

The Magi Visit Jesus 

I’m going to tell the story of the magi’s visit to Jesus. Whenever I say the word “star,” those of 

you with a flashlight should quickly turn it on, and then off again. When I say the word, 

“messiah,” those of you with a bell should ring it once.  

Dim the lights. Read the story “The Magi Visit Jesus” from the resource sheet.  

Let’s talk about the story.  

How do you think the magi felt on their long journey? (excited, full of questions, tired 

from long days of travelling)  

What do you think Mary and Joseph thought when the magi arrived? (surprised, 

honoured, happy that their special child was being recognized)  

How do you think Mary and Joseph felt after Joseph’s dream? (afraid, worried, anxious 

to leave as quickly as possible)  

 

A few minutes ago, we did the action rhyme about little baby Jesus. Let’s do another one.  

Repeat the words and actions after me.  

 

Action Rhyme: The Great Magi 

(hold up three fingers) Three great magi  

(hug self, shivering) on a cold winter’s night  

(hold hand out to height of a small child) found the child, Jesus,  

(point to sky) guided by the light.  

(hold up one finger) The first one said,  

(arms out at sides) “We’ve come so far.”  

(hold up two fingers) The second one said,  

(point to the sky) “We followed a star.”  

(hold up three fingers) The third one said,  

(hands around mouth) “Great praises we bring.  

(hands circled on head, like a crown) This child will be a glorious king.”  

(kneel, hands in praying position) They knelt to pray  

(bow your head) and bowed their heads,  

(point to sky again) and thanked God for the star that led.  



Let’s sing a song about the magi, too. 

Sing: “Three Wise Ones” (Tune: “Three Blind Mice”) 

Three wise ones, three wise ones, followed a star, followed a star.  

They followed the star to Bethlehem, to worship the child who would be a king, 

gave gold and myrrh and frankincense to Jesus, the king. 

 

The magi’s visit to Jesus is the last part of the Christmas story. (Draw the children’s attention 

to the nativity scene/creche.)  Here is our nativity scene from before Christmas. Mary and 

Joseph are in the stable with the animals. The shepherds visited on the day that Jesus was 

born and then left; they are no longer at the stable. The magi have travelled from far away and 

have finally arrived. (Bring out the magi figures and add them to the Christmas scene.) 

 

Memory Verse:  “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have 

seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” Matthew 2:2 
 

Integrating the Theme – “The Magi Visit” 

Make copies of “The Magi Visit” colouring sheet. Use crayons or pencil crayons.  

The magi came to see Jesus when he was a small child and they brought him gifts. Here’s a 

picture of it for you to colour. 

 
Dance Song – “We Three Kings” by Magicbox Animation on YouTube 

 

Closing Prayer 

Dear God, 

May the spirit of Christmas fill all your hearts with love. 

May you leave here with the glory of the Lord’s love inside each one of you here today. 

Amen. 
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