
        Youth Worship Lesson – January 10, 2021 

                            CELEBRATING BAPTISM 
Focus Scripture:  Mark 1:4-11 

 

Purpose:  To hear the story of Jesus’ baptism and celebrate baptism as a symbol of belonging 

to Christ’s church 

 

Preparation 

Worship Table – green cloth 

Pictures for Bible story and activity materials at the end of the lesson. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle:  We light this candle to remember that God is always with us. 
 

Opening Prayer 

Thanks, God, for calling us your people  

and for letting us show our love for you through baptism.  

Help us to always remember that we are a part of your loving family. 

Amen. 

 

Introducing the Theme - Baptism Stories 

Today we are talking about baptism. I know that some of you talked about your baptism with 

your parents during the week, and you might have brought something from that day to talk 

about. If you have not been baptized, it is important to know that this does not make you less 

in God’s eyes. I invite any of you who are unbaptized to share how it feels to have been given 

the responsibility to make that choice yourself. Let’s all share. I’ll start. (Give each student a 

chance to share.)  

 
Exploring the Theme - Dramatization of Jesus’ Baptism 

In advance: Make copies of the “Dramatization – Jesus’ Baptism” resource sheet.  

Let’s act out the story. (Hand out copies of the resource sheet.)  If you want to work together 

to plan some stage movements, you can do that.   

(After the drama) Let’s talk about the story.  

• What special moment did Jesus experience at his baptism? (he saw heaven open up and 

God spoke to him)  

• What new life was beginning for Jesus? (he was starting his ministry)  

• How do you think his baptism experience made him feel about his decision to leave his 

family and his work as a carpenter to become a traveling rabbi/teacher? (reassured that God 

was with him)  



• How was Jesus’ baptism similar or different to your baptism?  

• How important do you think baptism is? (Encourage them to think deeply about this and 

share their thoughts.) 
 

Baptism Review  

In our church, most parents bring their children to be baptized soon after they are born. This is 

to symbolize that the child is part of the Christian family and will gradually, as they grow, show 

their love of God and serve others. When children are old enough to express this in words for 

themselves, we ask them to come before the congregation again and say so in a ceremony 

called “confirmation.” It is a time when they declare that they will now take on the promises 

and responsibility for their spiritual growth that their parents made on their behalf when they 

were a baby. 

Some other churches practice “believer’s baptism.” In that tradition, people are 

baptized when they are older –teens or adults. Those churches often have a service of 

dedication for babies, in which the baby’s family and the congregation promise to teach the 

child about the Christian faith. 

Ask your children if they have thought about or look forward to confirmation or 

“Affirmation of Baptismal Faith.” If confirmation classes are held regularly in your church, tell 

them about the classes.  
 

Memory Verse:  "I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit."  Mark 1:8 
 

Integrating the Theme – “Jesus’ Baptism – Our Baptism” Activity Sheet  

Materials: Pen/pencil                    Copies of the activity sheet “Jesus’ Baptism – Our Baptism.”  

Instructions:  Review the “Symbols of Baptism” sheet.   

Let’s do an activity sheet. We’ll do the first three questions together. Back in December, we 

talked about symbols of Advent and Christmas. The first question is about symbols of baptism. 

(Refer to the answer key on page 3.) Next, write your answers for questions 2 and 3 and in a 

few minutes we’ll take them up and discuss them. (Give time, then go over the answers for 

question two and discuss their responses to question 3.) The last part is a puzzle.  



 
Closing Prayer 

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, and the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

Until we meet again my friend, may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

Amen. 
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