
Youth Worship Lesson – June 6, 2021 
 

PART OF GOD’S FAMILY 
 

Focus Scripture: Mark 3:20-35 

 

Purpose:  To learn about how we are all connected as God’s family when we seek to do  

  God’s will 

 

Preparation 
Worship Table – Green Cloth 

Pictures and materials for story and integrating the theme are at the end of the lesson 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
We light the Christ candle to remind us that God is always with us. 

 

Opening Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for our families.  

Please bless and watch over all of our family members.  

Amen. 

 

Introducing the Theme  
Today’s Introducing the Theme activity encourages the children to talk about their families. 

This can be a sensitive topic.  Be sure to be welcoming and open to the many different types 

of families - single parents, opposite-gender parents, same-sex parents; natural, adoptive, and 

stepchildren.  Remember that some children may have step or half-siblings who do not share 

the same history, and some may have two or more sets of parents.  Be careful to not be one-

dimensional in your description of a family. 
Be sure to accept all answers that the children offer and be sensitive to the reactions. 

For example, one child might share how they love having two sets of parents (perhaps as a 

result of divorce or adoption) whereas for another child this situation may not be positive. 

It is important that children know that the church celebrates their families, and that it is 

a safe place to share their feelings about them – both positive and negative.  

 

In advance: Bring family pictures and/or a family tree. (Show your family pictures and/or 

family tree.)  Today, we are talking about families.  I have brought some pictures/a family 

tree with me and am going to tell you a bit about my family. 

I know some of my family members really well. (Point out and talk about some, 

such as your parents, sisters, or brothers.)  But there are other family members that I 



don’t know well, or at all. (Point out relatives on the family tree or in pictures who 

live far away or note those who died when you were very young or before you 

were born.)  But those folks are still part of my family.  Even though I don’t know them well, 

or never met then, we have shared characteristics and stories – a shared heritage. 

There are lots of different kinds of families.  Tell me about yours. (Give each child an 

opportunity to respond.) 

 

Continuation:  That was very interesting to hear about your families.  There are many 

different types of families.  Let’s brainstorm. How many different kinds can you think of? (two 

parents; single parents; multi-generational; siblings living together; etc.) 

 In many cultures, the idea of the “nuclear” family - parents and their children only - is 

very strange. In those cultures, families of two or more generations are normal.  That would 

be like you living with your siblings, your parents, and your grandparents.  And did you know, 

that in some places, such as Hawaii, it is common to call all adult women “auntie” and all adult 

men “uncle,” which emphasizes that family is much bigger than we might sometimes think. 

 

Exploring the Theme  
Jesus loved all people, and Jesus especially loved all families.  Jesus wanted everyone to know 

that no matter what kind of family we come from, everyone is a part of God’s family. 
We’re going to hear a story from Jesus’ life.  We talked last week about how we learn 

from Jesus’ stories, and how they teach us about how God wants us to live.  Let’s sing our 

song about Jesus’ stories. 

 

 

Sing: “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus,” verse 1  

 

Lyrics 

Tell me the stories of Jesus, I love to hear 

Things I would ask Him to tell me, if He were here 

Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea 

Stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Story: “Who Are My Family?”  

Tell the story as dramatically as possible.   

 



Who does Jesus say is part of his family? (everyone who does what God wants)  

How do you think Mary and Jesus’ brothers and sisters might have felt when Jesus said this? 

(perhaps sad that Jesus didn’t affirm their importance, or maybe glad that he 

included everyone).  How do you feel, knowing what Jesus said about who is in his family? 

 

 

 

Sing: “We are a Part of the Family” 

 

 

 

 

 

Chorus  

Come in, come in and sit down, you are a part of the fam’ly.  

We are lost and we are found, and we are a part of the fam’ly. 

 

1. You know the reason why you came, yet no reason can explain;  

so share in the laughter and cry in the pain, for we are a part of the fam’ly.  

God is with us in this place, like a mother’s warm embrace.  

We’re all forgiven by God’s grace, for we are a part of the fam’ly. 

(Back to chorus) 

 

2. Children and elders, middlers and teens, singles and doubles and in-betweens,  

strong eighty-fivers and streetwise sixteens, we are a part of the fam’ly.  

Greeters and shoppers, long-time and new nobody here has a claim on a pew; and 

whether we’re many of whether we’re few, we are a part of the fam’ly. 

(Back to chorus) 

 

3. There’s life to be shared in the bread and the wine; we are the branches, Christ is the 

vine  

This is God’s temple, it’s not yours or mine, but we are a part of the fam’ly.  

There’s rest for the weary and health for us all; there’s a yoke that is easy and a burden 

that’s small. So come in and worship and answer the call, for we are a part of the fam’ly 

(Back to chorus) 

 

 

 

Memory Verse:  For whoever does the will of God is My brother and My sister and mother.”     

Mark 3:35 



Integrating the Theme – “Family Hands”    

In advance: Bring a large piece of white paper and smaller sheets of 

paper in a variety of colours. Bring scissors, pencils, coloured markers, 

and tape.  

Choose two pieces of paper, in whatever colours you like. On each sheet,  

trace one of your hands, then cut them out.  

Next, write your name on one of the hands.  

Now, let’s work together to glue the hands onto this piece of paper 

so that they are overlapping, like a wreath. This will show us all joining hands as a class. We 

are going to include some hands without names because our class is open to everyone in 

God’s family. 

 

 

Closing Prayer:  

God, be with us and all our families.  

Help us remember that we always have a place in your family.  

Help us remember that everyone else does, too.  

Amen 
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