
Children’s Worship Lesson – September 26, 2021 

ALL MY RELATIONS 

FOCUS SCRIPTURE: Mark 9:38–50  

PURPOSE: To discover that God’s Spirit works in many ways through many people.  

 

Preparation 
Worship Table – GREEN CLOTH 
Pictures and materials for story and Integrating the Theme are at the end of the lesson. 

Bring building blocks or empty boxes with lids. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle:  We light this candle to remind us that God is always 

with us. 

 

Opening Prayer 
Dear God,  

Thank you for our church 

and for people who help all around the world. 

Amen. 

 

Introducing the Theme – Recognizing Similarities 
(Encourage the children to think of how many ways we are the same. For instance, 

everyone enjoys play; everyone has happy and sad times; we need food to keep us 

healthy; we all were babies; etc. Each time something is mentioned and there is 

agreement, place a block on the floor – one on top of the other to form a tower.)  

How high can our tower grow?   

 We also have many different talents. (Repeat this activity – this time naming all 

the ways we are different.)  God depends on each of us to use our different talents to care 

for others in our world. 
 

Exploring the Theme - Story: A Special Trip  

Keara and Logan were excited!  Their Children’s Worship class had arranged a special field 

trip.  They were going to visit 3 places where people were doing caring things in their 

community. (Show appropriate teaching picture at each stop.) 

 

Stop #1: The first place was a community center not far from their church.  A woman 

wearing running shoes and an exercise outfit greeted them and invited them to join into the 

“Big People – Little People” exercise class.  Keara noticed how much fun the little ones were 

having playing leapfrog with their moms or dads.  So she and Logan joined the game.  Then the 

woman announced break time and everyone got into a circle for juice and singing time. Keara’s 



favourite song was “The More We Get Together” and when they got to the word friend they 

said “ami” which means “friend” in French. 

 

Sing: The More We Get Together tune: Did You Ever See a Lassie?  

The more we get together, together, together,  

the more we get together, the happier we’ll be.  

For your friends are my friends, (point to each other)  

and my friends are your friends.  

Oh, the more we get together, the happier we’ll be. 

 

Substitute the word for friend in different languages. Example: use “ami” (French), 

“amigo” (Spanish), “freund” (German), or “pang-yo” (Mandarin Chinese) 

 

Discussion: Talk briefly about the children’s experiences of a community recreation center, 

what they did there and how people helped each other.  

 

Stop #2: The next place was a Sikh temple where everyone was met by a man wearing a 

turban on his head, with a grey bushy beard and a long jacket with matching pants.  He 

explained to the class that he was wearing the traditional clothing of his people and that they 

would see many other men wearing the same thing.  Most of the women wear beautiful 

dresses called “saris.”  The man asked everyone to take off their shoes at the door before 

they entered the temple.  Logan noticed that there were no pews or chairs inside – but there 

was a comfortable thick carpet.  Here, people sat on the floor together when they prayed. 

Keara thought that seemed like a great idea!  Later, everyone went downstairs for lunch. 

There they met a group of people who were learning to speak English.  They had recently 

moved from their country of India and were now learning a new language.  Keara noticed 

some drinks and food she had never seen before.  She tried some of the food. 
 
 

Discussion: Talk about what it might be like to move to a new country, learn a language, etc. 

Discuss how children might help others who move away or are new to their community.  If 

you have a Sikh temple in your community, talk about children the same age going to worship 

in their temple at the same time as this class goes to church school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop #3: Next, they got into their church school teacher’s van and were driven out of town. 

A sign along the road said “Welcome to the Coqualitza (pronounced Coke-a-leetsa) 

Center.”  This was a Native people’s community where many Native people lived and worked. 

Three women then came out of a large wooden building called a Long House and welcomed 

them.  The women took turns explaining that this was a special day for their people.  The 

community was gathering at the river for a special ceremony.  With excitement the children 

followed their guides to the river’s edge. Gathered along the banks were many native people: 

young and old, men and women, boys and girls.  The ceremony was being led by a man who 

was chief.  He held a salmon fish in his hands and talked to all the people gathered about how 

important it is to care for the land and the rivers so that the salmon and all other creatures 

can live together.  Then he lifted the salmon up and gave thanks to the Creator and then to 

the salmon itself for providing food for the people.  He ended his prayer by saying “All my  

relations” instead of “Amen.”  Then everyone went back to the Long House to visit together 

and eat some bannock. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Discussion: Talk about how important it is to care for all of the earth. Talk about how Native 

people help us to remember to love and care for the earth which God our Creator has given 

us. (Look at Unit 1 logo.) Where do you see this kind of caring in our logo? 

 

 

Continuing the Story: Soon it was time to return home. Keara and Logan climbed back into 

the van.  As they drove back, their teacher asked one of them to read a story from the Bible. 

(Read Mark 9:38–41.) 
 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone[a] casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us.”   But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who 
does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.  Whoever is 
not against us is for us.  For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you 
bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.  Then the teacher asked them “I 

wonder what Jesus would have said about the places we visited today?”  

Keara and Logan looked out the window. They thought that God’s Spirit certainly does 

work in many ways through many people. What do you think? 

 

Sing: “You Gotta Move” 
You gotta move when the Spirit says move,  

You gotta move when the Spirit says move.  

 

When the Spirit says move you've gotta move right along  

You gotta move when the Spirit says move.  

 

(Make up your own verses with other verbs, such as “clap” or “dance” etc.) 
 

Memory Verse:  For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the    
reward.  Mark 9:41 
 

 

DANCE SONG: PRICLESS TREASURE (Treasured VBS 

on Youtube) 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A38-41&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24573a


Integrating the Theme - “People Helping the World” Collage  
Materials: mural paper, old magazines with appropriate pictures of people helping 

others/nature etc., scissors, glue sticks.  

Create a mural together. Encourage the children to look for and cut out examples of 

people helping the world (e.g. environment, others, animals, etc.). Discussion ahead of 

time will help make searching more meaningful. 

 

Closing Prayer 
Thank you, God,  

that your Spirit  

works in many ways.  

Amen. / All my relations. 
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