
Youth Worship Lesson – October 3, 2021 

                 LIFE TOGETHER 

FOCUS SCRIPTURE:  Mark 10:2-16  
PURPOSE:  To celebrate God’s call to loving community. 
 

Preparation 
Worship Table – GREEN CLOTH 

Pictures and materials for Exploring the Theme and Integrating the Theme are at the end of 

the lesson. 

Bring newsprint and pens or fine markers. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle:  We light this candle to remind us that God is always 

with us. 

 

Opening Prayer 
Loving God, we are thankful for the relationships we have, and we acknowledge those 

relationships in our lives that are broken. We offer our silent prayers for people we know 

who face the pain and confusion of broken relationships. We ask you to be with them.  

You sent Jesus into the world to reveal your love. Help us follow the example of loving 

concern for one another that you have given us through Jesus. Amen. 

 

(Look at the Unit 1 logo.) What does this say to you about relationships? 
 

Introducing the Theme:  Word Association  
Write “relationship” in the middle of 1 or 2 sheets of newsprint.  Invite youth to write down 

anywhere on the newsprint the first word(s) that come to mind about relationships.  (There 

are no “right” or “wrong” answers.)  After everyone has written down what they wish, 

look at all the writing.  Ask youth what their words suggest about their experiences in 

relationships and the kinds of relationships they are involved in (e.g. with family members, 

teachers, pen pals, pets, nature, God). 
 

Exploring the Theme – “Relationships in Biblical Times” 
Today’s passage deals with loving relationships and broken relationships.  The first part is 

about marriage and divorce; the second part is about adults’ relationships with children and 

youth.   

What do you know about marriage and divorce in biblical times?  How were men and 

women viewed differently?  What kind of life did a widow or divorced woman have? (e.g. no 

economic support, loss of social status) (Share information from the Unit 

Introduction about marriage in biblical times and the laws governing divorce.)  
 



Relationships between Husbands and Wives  

One day, when Jesus was out talking with a crowd of people, some Pharisees approached him 

and tried to trap him with a question. (Hand out copies of the Bible. Turn to Mark 

10:2–12. Read the passage.) 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?”  He answered them, “What did Moses command you?”   They said, “Moses allowed 
a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.”  But Jesus said to them, 
“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you.  But from the 
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’   ‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ 
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore what God has joined together, let no 
one separate.”   Then in the house, the disciples asked him again about this matter.  He 
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against 

her; 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

• Why do you think the Pharisees were trying to trap Jesus?  

• What were they hoping he would answer? (i.e. they hoped his response would 

commit a crime by going against the Law of Moses, the Law that Jewish 

people were required to keep.)  

• What did the Law of Moses say about divorce? (Have the youth look at the 

footnote to Mark 10:4. They may want to look up this passage from 

Deuteronomy.)  

• According to Jesus, why had Moses given the people this Law (vs. 5)?  

• What do you think Jesus meant by that?  

 

• Jesus spoke of God’s original plan and intention for all humanity. 

• What was it?  

• How was this different from the existing laws governing divorce?  

• What ideal did Jesus ask from his disciples? 
 

By suggesting that women and men both would be guilty of adultery if they were to remarry, 

Jesus was treating women and men equally.  He was addressing a system where women, who 

were economically dependent on men for their (and their children’s) survival, had few 

rights.  They were often at the mercy of men who were legally allowed to divorce their wives 

“because he finds something about her that he doesn’t like” (Deut. 24:1).  It is difficult to 

appreciate the great inequality in the way women and men were treated by the law in biblical 

times (though we recognize that some inequality still exists today).  

• Why do you think Jesus gave them this ideal which went beyond what the law 

required?  

• How do you think this challenged the disciples’ view of women? 

 

 

 



Relationships of Adults to Children and Youth 

(Have a volunteer read Mark 10:13–16. What caused exclusion and broken 

relationships in this story?)  

 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them.  But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs.  Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter it.”   And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 

on them, and blessed them. 
 

• As a youth, have you ever experienced this?   

• What did Jesus do?  

• How do you think the children felt?  

• How do you think the disciples felt?  

 

• How do you think God feels about broken relationships today?  

• What do you think God intends for us?  

• What constitutes a “loving relationship”? (e.g. partners have equal rights, 

respect, fidelity, honesty)  

• Are youth of both genders treated equally in your peer group?  

• How are males and females treated differently? 
 

(Assure the youth that God still cares for us when broken relationships happen 

and is with us through those times. It would be wrong to suggest that God intends 

for people to stay married to people who are violent or abusive toward them. 

Youth are concerned about the “unfavourable odds” of marriage today. Take 

time to discuss their views and concerns about relationships. What do they think 

God intends for human relationships?) 

 

World(wide) Communion Sunday 

Today is a special day in the worldwide church.  

• What is it called? (Share the information from the Unit Introduction.)  

• How do you think this relates to the theme of “relationships” that we have been 

discussing today?  

• How are World(wide) Communion Sunday and Communion reminders of God’s call 

to us to be in loving community with others? 

 

(If you are returning for Communion/Eucharist, explain how this will be served so 

the youth are not distracted by the mechanics of the meal. If your church 

traditionally “passes the peace” first, you might want to try doing this in the 

group. Talk about how this is an important symbol of being in community and 

fellowship with others.) 
 



Memory Verse:  “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to 

such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.  Truly I tell you, whoever does not 

receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”      Mark 10:14    

 

 
Integrating the Theme - “11 New Commandments” 

Materials: pens or pencils  

In advance: Make copies of the activity sheet “11 New Commandments.”  

 Hand out copies of the resource sheet “11 New Commandments.” Read it together. 

These were written as additions to the original 10 Commandments. How do these 

commandments reflect the ideas about the kind of loving relationships God intends for us to 

have with each other and the rest of creation? Which do you like the most? Write a 12th 

commandment in the space provided on the sheet. 
 

Closing Prayer 
(Light candle on worship table. Focus on this in silence and then pray.) 

 Loving God, there are so many relationships that are important to us. We’re thankful 

 for the relationships that support and sustain us through difficult times. In silence we 

 offer our prayers of thanks and concern for our relationships and the relationships of 

 those around us. We are assured that you hear and respond to our prayers. 

 (Allow time for silent prayer. Invite group members to end the prayer by 

 saying all together “Amen.” Then snuff out the candle and watch the smoke 

 rise in silence as a symbol of your prayers going out to God.) 
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